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We Give Our Best To Be Our Best

Our Vision: To enable all students to achieve their full potential and to develop into confident, well-rounded citizens.
Supervision Times:

Before 8:30-The Foyer

8:30 Morning Yard Duty

3:30-3:45pm Afternoon Yard Duty

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

5th February, 2021 Edition 2

It’s been really great that our parents and
carer community has returned after a year of
not being able to do so. It reinforces the
home-school partnership that we foster
and it’s nice to wave or say hi closer than
over the road. It’s also great that the
Kongwak PS parents and carers can walk
beyond the car park fence into their
lovely little school.
We hope our schools can return to being
places where parents and carers can
meet and connect with each other again.

Feb 9

DIARY DATES

The Inverloch PFA New Families Morning Tea was well attended
and parents/carers are most welcome to walk their children in to
their classes. Due to the increased numbers in the Year One/Two
area (143 students), could parents treat that area has a ‘kiss and
drop off’ zone to reduce congestion, noise
and maintain social distancing. The Inlet
assembly area is the preferred meeting place
at pick up time.
If you’re wondering where your child’s room
is, there is a map later in the newsletter.
The first Inverloch PFA meeting for the year is
this Monday 9th February at 7pm at the
school. New faces are most welcome.
Compass Pay
CompassPay is on its way. This will be a quick,
easy and COVID friendly way to consent and
pay for events. An information brochure is
included with the newsletter
Brett Smith

IPS PFA AGM
Our first meeting for the PFA is Monday
8th February @ 7pm.Toddlers welcome

Yr 3/4 soccer clinic

Feb 12th Swimming
Feb 22nd IPS photos
March 9th KPS photos

PARENT PAYMENTS
Parents are invited to pay their
parent payments of $210 either
at IPS office or by Direct Deposit.
Please quote your family name if
paying by direct deposit.

Inverloch Direct Deposit
633.000 A/C 125455469
Kongwak Direct Deposit
633.000 A/C 126405034

Thrive
Last week I wrote about our focus this year of thriving –how we can support all students
to mobilise their learning and make greater academic growth by giving their best to be their best
with various school and home supports. We have designed an extensive Additional Assistance
program for 2021 with additional staff and resourcing in this year of restoring by thriving.
Selection for various supports will be based on the academic growth from December 2019 to
December 2020 and their academic achievement in December 2020. Our major focus in Semester
One is Number in mathematics in response to the December 2020 growth and achievement data.
We will also be running some reading supports parallel to our mathematics endeavours.
The following is an outline of our plans and programs this year to support students to be their best.
 Small Group Maths Support-Learning Tutors will be providing three 45 minutes small group sessions
to a number of groups. These students will be assembled according to their achievement level
and supported to their next level of learning.
 1-1 Support for some students who have very specific needs. This will be undertaken throughout
the year with Learning Tutors and other support staff.
 Smaller maths classes in Years 3-6 by running the Tutor Small Groups. Parallel to class maths
lessons. This will narrow the spread of abilities allowing the classroom teacher to provide greater
focus and support to all children. Students who made 6 months growth from 2019-2020 will get
targeted in class support.
 Instructional Framework including warm ups and skill practice, explicit teaching, worked
examples, multiple exposures, metacognition (talking through the thinking and problem solving0,
guided practice and transfer of knowledge or skill.
 Assessments-The Learning Tutors have been conducting the maths online interview to update P2 student achievement so their teachers know where students are and support them onto the next
level of learning. Various formative assessments will be completed in Years 3-6 in the next week or
so to determine specific needs beyond the one black dot on a school report.
 Individual Learning Plans to determine students’ needs, goals and supports. This will include work
habits learning goals and expectations. Students who made less than 12 months growth from 20192020 or low achievement will have an Individual Learning Plan.
 Improved Home Reading-Mrs Peterson has been working with staff and our resources to refine
home reading so students are practising their reading in addition to reading books for enjoyment.
This will be phased in over Term One
 Reading Eggs and Reading Express (online reading platforms) expanded across the school to
provide greater opportunities for students to practice and develop their reading skills in class and
at home. This also allows students to readily engage in self improvement by having ongoing access
to this resource.
 Student Agency in their learning through productive work habits, goal setting and engagement
in the teaching and additional support provided.
 Commitment of our staff to meet the needs of students and collectively work to ensure all
students are giving their best to be their best.
 Partnerships with parents to know their child’s needs and how they can support.

Shortly parents and carers of students involved in the Tutor Learning Initiative will receive an
introduction letter followed by a telephone call to discuss their child’s involvement.
As a Principal, I look forward to all the thinking and work we have done as a staff, to make a
difference in students’ learning and achievement.
Brett Smith

HOW TO GET YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING MOJO BACK IN 2021
ANDREW FULLER
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
The leading adolescent psychologist inspires parents and carers with his insights and ideas to help
reignite our children's passion for learning. He summarises his main points in this article.
Last year has resulted in many students feeling anxious, isolated and has left too many of them
feeling overly-reliant on screens and under-motivated for learning. Even those students who have
thrived during these uncertain times have been on heightened alert status all year long (as have their
parents). It is time to heal those wounds. Compassion and love are our oldest medicines. Add to this,
hope and connectedness and we have the four most powerful ingredients for healing.
Starting with heart
It is time to rebuild self-belief. Most young people develop this by having parents and teachers who
believe in them and value their contribution. This is not the time for pep talks, rev ups and restrictions.
Yelling and arguing are counter-productive.
Even though it has been a frustrating time and most of our plans have been thwarted, the antidote is
not in adding more anxiety or coercion. We need to play the ‘long game’ by increasing kindness
and understanding.

We also need to accept that some young people have been feeling so lonely and shell-shocked
that our initial acts of kindness may not always be reciprocated. A slow and patient rebuild that
creates trust and certainty is more likely to have enduring positive effects.
Rebuilding connections
After an extended time away from others, some students may feel anxious about reconnecting.
Many of their friendships are based on currency – they are familiar with being up to date with the
latest goss and being in almost constant contact with one another. After an extended break,
some will feel worried & cautious. Some will avoid their friends rather than exposing themselves to a
feared rejection.
Link them into existing friendship groups before school goes back, if you can. Chat rooms, student
groups, playing multi-player games or just texting a few classmates may ease some of the
apprehension.
Emphasise the idea that everyone has been through similar experiences. A special type of
belonging is forged between people who share tough times.
The connections that need to be rebuilt are not only social, they are also intellectual. There has
been a lot of coverage focusing on students falling behind and almost none on the gains made
Help your student reacquaint him or herself with how they are smart and how to get smarter by
completing the analysis and plan at my: www.mylearningstrengths.com. The full report outlines a
Learning Success Plan and links their strengths to potential career areas.
Not all learning occurs at school. Consider developing a home-based passion project linked to their
learning strengths and interests.
Increase the amount of conversational time in the family. If family meals have been intruded upon or
avoided, re-establish them and insist that they remain device-free.
In some cases resuming an interesting conversation with a reluctant child or teen will be a slog. Expect
monosyllabic replies for a while. Despite all appearances to the contrary, there is more going on in their
minds than they are showing you.
Rekindling hope
Hope is the birthplace of possibility. It is more than idle wish making, it can become a creative act. The
time for innovation is now. This is the time for young people to have a say in creating a better world.
Times of challenge accelerate change. Every crisis conceals an opportunity. There seems little doubt
that the pandemic has highlighted shortcomings in our planning as well as our care of particular groups
in our society. This is the time to have conversations about creating a cleaner, greener, kinder world.
By engaging children and young people in conversations about what sort of world we want for our
future, we help them build a future story for themselves.
Reigniting action
Many of us have survived this time through a combination of distraction and diversion, mostly involving
screens. For some of us, it has been a time of passive inactivity.
The problem is the less young people do, the less they feel like doing. The reason is the build-up of stress
hormones such as cortisol and adrenaline are not being dispersed by physical exercise. This can lead to
lowered mood, motivation & feelings of exhaustion.
Activating a grumpy sloth-like kid can be quite a challenge, so start gently. We need to guide them
over the energy hump of inertia and back to a more engaged relationship with the world. Walks, bike
rides, Wii-fit, shooting hoops, indoor badminton, table tennis, learning skateboard moves – basically
anything involving movement.
The lessening of screen time also needs to be done delicately. You can read Andrew’s paper, Ween
your teen off the screen.
It will take some persistence on your part to inspire your child or teen back into the world of learning
and achievement. You are your child’s circuit breaker be gentle – but don’t give up.

BOOKCLUB 2021
Parents,
Welcome to 2021 Book Club, Issue 1. All orders at IKPS are
through the Book Club LOOP app. This app is free to download.
When placing your first order for 2021 you will be asked to
update your profile. This will be so you can change your child/
ren into their correct grades, updating each child’s details.
These will need to be done individually.
If you click on ‘Profile’ after logging in, you need to scroll
down to the bottom of the screen and click ‘Settings’. Then
choose your child, click on ‘Select Class’, choose your class,
then click ‘Update’.
All new families to Book Club LOOP will need to create an account first.

You have 2 weeks from when the catalogue comes home
to place an order. All orders are processed at the end of
the fortnight. It then takes an extra week for our books to
be packaged up and arrive at the school.

TERM ONE CALENDAR
Below is the Term One calendar of main events. Please refer to the newsletter weekly for any changes
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
27 Jan
Staff Start

Thursday
28 Jan
Staff PD

Friday
29 Jan
Students start

2 Feb

3 Feb
Prep testing

4 Feb

5 Feb

9 Feb
IPS Finance Committee

10 Feb
Prep testing

11 Feb
KPS Finance Committee

12 Feb
IPS Swimming Trials

17 Feb
Prep testing

18 Feb
IPS School Council

19 Feb
District swimming

KPS School Council
24 Feb
Prep testing

25 Feb

26 Feb
Division swimming

1

25 Jan

26 Jan

2

1 Feb

3

8 Feb
IPS Parents and Friends
7pm

Soccer Clinics Yrs 3/4
IPS
16 Feb

4

15 Feb

5

22 Feb
IPS Photos

23 Feb

6

1 March

2 March

3 March
Prep testing

4 March
IPS Tennis Trials 2hrs

5 March

8 March

9 March

10 March

11 March

12 March

Labour Day

KPS Photos

KPS Finance Committee

Student Leaders Conference

8

15 March

IPS Finance Committee
16 March

9

22 March

1
0

29 March

7

17 March
Candlebark Camp

Reg Swimming
18 March
Candlebark Camp

19 March
Candlebark Camp

23 March

KPS School Council
24 March
House Aths

IPS School Council
25 March
House Aths BU

Division Tennis
26 March
House Aths BU

30 March

31 March

1 April

2 April

End Term 1

Good Friday

Hi all Auskick Families - we are excited to advise that Auskick will be on this year following
a year that we were only allowed to kick a football in the backyard due to Covid-19.
Planning has started for a successful Auskick season. Auskick is for kids both male &
female & from the ages of 5 to 12 years (turning 5 this year). Come & Try days will be
arranged for March & we are planning to kick off the 2021 season on the first Friday
following Easter Holidays.This year will be a year of fun, engagement and skill
development for our little Auskick participants. We are looking for coaches both male and
female who are interested in assisting with the program. If you are passionate for kids
playing sport and want to be apart of an amazing community please let us know. You will
be well supported along the way and you do not have to commit to every week. Looking
forward to another fantastic year. For further information please check out our
Inverloch Auskick Facebook page and or contact 0408281953. Please register asap at
www.aflauskick.com.au The sooner you register the quicker your Auskicker will receive
their Auskick AFL packs.

