Our Vision: To enable all students to achieve their full potential and to develop into confident, well-rounded citizens.

Korumburra Wonthaggi Road Kongwak 3951

ph.: 56 574 224

e:kongwak.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal: Mr Brett Smith

CAMPS, SPORTS AND
EXCURSIONS FUND
APPLICATIONS
The Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund helps eligible
families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting
activities.
If you have a valid means-tested
concession card, such as a
COASTHILL NEWS
Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
The Coasthill newsletter contains
Centrelink Health Care Card or
information relevant to both schools Pensioner Concession Card, or
whilst the Kongwak newsletter
are a temporary foster parent,
celebrates ‘all things Kongwak’ and you may be eligible. There is also
provides information that is relevant a special consideration
for Kongwak families.
category for asylum seeker and
Please refer to the Coasthill News for refugee families.
information that is relevant to both
Payment amounts this year are
schools.
$125 for eligible primary school
students. Payments are made
BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER
direct to the school to use
Kongwak Primary School has been
towards expenses relating to
identified as one of many Category camps, excursions and sporting
4 school (Risk of Grassfire) schools.
activities for the benefit of your
This means the school has to plan
child.
and action a range of procedures
If you applied for CSEF through
and maintenance schedules to
our school last year, you do not
respond to the classification
need to complete an
requirements.
application form this year, unless
On a Code Red day the school will
there has been a change in your
be closed and parents/carers have family circumstances.
the option of sending students to
If you would like to apply for the
Inverloch Primary School.
first time, please contact the
Code Red days are not called at
school office and ask for an
short notice and are a result of
application form.
various weather conditions leading
You can also download the
up to the announcement.
form, and find out
Attached to the newsletter is a
more about the program and
reference sheet from the
eligibility, on the Department of
Department of Education explaining Education and Training’s Camps,
some of the procedures.
Sports and Excursions Fund web
Brett Smith
page.
Check with the school office if
you are unsure, and please
Welcome back to a new school
year and the Kongwak students
have done so admirably. We
welcome Ms Amanda McMahon as
the Junior teacher and
she and Ms Linton, have
lots of great ideas and
directions for Kongwak
Primary School this year.

5th February 2021

TERM 1
DATES TO REMEMBER
February
March
9th

School Photos
PARENT PAYMENTS

Parents are invited to
pay their parent
payments of $210 either
at IPS office or by Direct
Deposit. Please quote
your family name if
paying by direct
deposit.
Kongwak Direct Deposit
633.000 A/C 126405034
return completed forms
to the school office as
soon as possible.
EMAILING OF
NEWSLETTERS
Please complete the slip
in the newsletter and
return to school if you
would like your newsletter
to be sent via email. If
you had your newsletter
emailed last year we will
continue to do so.

EMERGENCY CARDS & NOTICES
A reminder to please return all forms
asap.

BACK IN THE
G
A
R
D
E
N

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE
Conveyance Allowance is available
for children who are attending their
nearest government school and live
4.8km or more from the school. If you
think this applies to you please collect
an application form from the office.
These forms must be returned to school
by 19th February. Parents who already
receive this allowance do not need to
reapply, but if your circumstances have
changed you need to notify the
office.

Online orders
for the 1st issue
of Book Club
for 2021 is due
19th Feb!
Remember…...
EMAILING OF NEWSLETTER
Name: _____________________________________________
I would like to receive the Kongwak Newsletter, Inverloch Newsletter and any notices by
email.
Email Address: _________________________________________ (please print clearly)

Signed: ______________________________

Date: __________________________

Kongwak Leadership!
This year all the Grade 6 students have a leadership role at the Kongwak
Campus.
Congratulations to all the students who wrote their leadership applications last
year. Some students reached their desired position, others are starting brand
new roles. Thank-you to each and every one of the Grade 6’s for stepping out
of their comfort zone and trying out something new to help Kongwak be a
great little school.
Keep an eye on the school newsletter for leadership news, as the students will
endeavour to keep the Kongwak families and community updated on what is
happening throughout the year.

Congratulations:
Riley - Shared Chair/Secretary of JSC:
Hello everyone! My name is Riley. Last year, I applied for the role of chair of
JSC. When the roles were announced, I was glad that I could finally help make
some decisions in the school environment. Tahlia was also elected, so we
decided to share the role of Chair/Secretary. Jayden, two Grade 4’s and two
junior room students will also apply for the JSC today. I am excited for what
this year will hold. Kind Regards - Riley.
Tahlia - Shared Chair/Secretary of JSC:
Hello parents and carers, I’m Tahlia. Last year I applied for secretary and sport
leader. When I got back to school on Monday we got told our leadership roles
and I was really happy when I was told I was in the JSC. Riley and I are sharing
the role of chair and secretary. I’m really excited about what will happen and
having my say.

Week 2 - Student Acknowledgments!
Awarded by some of our Gr. 6 leaders:
Eco Acknowledgment:

Wazz.

In art he was helping put the plants in the pots we decorated, and helped sweep the mulch up.

Sports Acknowledgment:

Tahlia.

For helping some of the Grade 2’s feel more confident when they did the obstacle course in Huff n’ Puff.

Art Acknowledgment:

Isobel.

For working very hard and taking her time when decorating her pot. She also was sharing and being kind
when they worked together at the table.

Community Citizen Acknowledgment:

Jayden.

For helping John when he got his plane stuck up. He used his ingenuity and was able to get the plane off the
sail. Everyone was impressed.

THANK YOU

A big thank
you to
BUNNINGS
for donating
all of our
herbs, pots,
potting mix
and pebbles!
And aprons!

How to get your child’s learning mojo back in 2021
ANDREW FULLER
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
The leading adolescent psychologist inspires parents and carers with his insights and ideas
to help reignite our children's passion for learning. He summarises his main points in this
article.

Last year has resulted in many students feeling anxious, isolated and has left too many of
them feeling overly-reliant on screens and under-motivated for learning. Even those students
who have thrived during these uncertain times have been on heightened alert status all year
long (as have their parents). It is time to heal those wounds. Compassion and love are our
oldest medicines. Add to this, hope and connectedness and we have the four most powerful
ingredients for healing.

Starting with heart
It is time to rebuild self-belief. Most young people develop this by having parents and
teachers who believe in them and value their contribution. This is not the time for pep talks,
rev ups and restrictions. Yelling and arguing are counter-productive.
Even though it has been a frustrating time and most of our plans have been thwarted, the
antidote is not in adding more anxiety or coercion. We need to play the ‘long game’ by
increasing kindness and understanding.
We also need to accept that some young people have been feeling so lonely and shellshocked that our initial acts of kindness may not always be reciprocated. A slow and patient
rebuild that creates trust and certainty is more likely to have enduring positive effects.

Rebuilding connections
After an extended time away from others, some students may feel anxious about
reconnecting. Many of their friendships are based on currency – they are familiar with being
up to date with the latest goss and being in almost constant contact with one another. After an
extended break, some will feel worried & cautious. Some will avoid their friends rather than
exposing themselves to a feared rejection.
Link them into existing friendship groups before school goes back, if you can. Chat rooms,
student groups, playing multi-player games or just texting a few classmates may ease some of
the apprehension.

Emphasise the idea that everyone has been through similar
experiences. A special type of belonging is forged between people who
share tough times.
The connections that need to be rebuilt are not only social, they are also intellectual. There
has been a lot of coverage focusing on students falling behind and almost none on the gains
made from home-based learning.

Have you seen our little black cat?

Gus went missing on Friday 15th January
from 1515 Korumburra Wonthaggi Road
Kongwak.
He is very shy but curious and inquisitive.
He may have sneaked into your shed and
been accidently closed in. He has a red
collar and is microchipped. If you have
seen him can you please call Susan on
0418676445

