
Date Event

Tuesday 21  Octoberst Grade 1 & 2 Swimming

Wednesday 22  Octobernd Grade 4 Movie Day Leongatha

Wed 22  - Friday 24  Octobernd th Grade 3 Camp Forrest Lodge 

Friday 24  Octoberth KPS Prep transition - 9am - 11.50am

Wed 29  - Friday 31  Octoberth st Grade 5 Camp Melbourne 

Friday 31  Octoberst KPS Prep transition - 9am - 11.50am

Monday 3rd November Curriculum day - No Students at School

Tuesday 4th November Melbourne Cup Day - No School

Friday 7  Novemberth KPS Prep transition - 9am - 11.50am

Tuesday 11  Novemberth IPS Prep Transition - 9.30 - 10.30
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WEEK 2/11 TERM 4, 2025 

WELCOME BACK
We’ve hit the ground running in term 4 and we’re tracking at lightning speed. It’s a jam packed term with
so much fun to be had…..oh yeah….there’s some learning along the way too. In the first two weeks we’ve
already had: a Book Fair at Kongwak, regional aths, Grade 1/2 swimming, story sharing afternoon in 3/4,
Kongwak students starting observations for the Great Australian Bird Count, hot chip lunch in 1/2L and
more. Now take a big deep breath in and see if you can read through what is to come over the next 9
weeks……. Whole school photo, Kinder visits, 2026 Prep transition sessions, Statewide transition day,
Junior House Athletics carnival, Regional Basketball, State Athletics, Grade 3 camp to Forest Lodge,
Grade 4 excursion to the movies, Grade 3/4 swimming, 3/4 excursion to Toora Pool, Grade 5 camp to
Melbourne, 5/6 Poetry Expo, 5/6 open water swimming, Proactive Policing visit, National Water Week,
Remembrance Day, World Kindness Day, National Recycling Week, Annual Visual Art Exhibition at the Hub,
Silent Auction of artwork, Kongwak Big Day Out sleepover, Grade 6 sleepover, Grade 6 graduation,
Special lunch order day, Week 7 Colour Run, 1/2 Christmas activities in the community, Kongwak
Community Christmas BBQ

COLOUR RUN FUNDRAISER 
We’ve got an enthusiastic parent group that is coordinating a major fundraiser for the year and it has
certainly generated some excitement amongst our students. Many will remember the colour run from
2023, but for others it will be a new experience. 
Our school councils at both schools will have further discussions about what the proceeds from the
fundraising will focus on. There are plenty of competing projects that could improve our two schools. At
Kongwak, we have a number of planned improvements around the physical environment. At Inverloch,
some of the ideas include upgrading the drainage of the oval space to make it accessible all year round,
duplicating the concrete cricket pitches to create a junior basketball court space, improving Inlet
garden, contributing to a digital communication board out the front of the school. If you have the
capacity to support your children to fundraise as much as possible, it will certainly make a difference to
the options we have to enhance our school. But undoubtedly, the best bit will be having a laugh and
some fun on the big day.  

Principals Message



WONDERFUL TO SEE 
How wonderful to see grade 1/2J enjoying an amazing reward for winning the Deadly Doors competition
last term. Check out the details in Tash Bird’s message below. 
How wonderful to see the results of the amazing fundraising efforts of the Kongwak PS community with a
new junior height Basketball ring being installed in week 2. I can only imagine how excited our students
must be to be given the green light to starting shooting at the ring. It’s the culmination of an amazing
coordinated effort from the school council, PFA and local community. A huge Thank you to everyone for
your hard work to enhance our school facilities and enhance the student experience.   

Kind regards
Soum
Ben.soumilas@education.vic.gov.au 
Mobile 0427 118 609

PARENT PAYMENTS
In the spirit of transparency and in an effort to keep communicating with our parent community, I thought
I would provide an update on how we are tracking with parent payments in 2025. 
I want to be clear that parent payments are voluntary financial contributions. They are not compulsory at
either of our two schools. Each year we notify parents of how the parent payments are distributed into
our budget. Soon we will send out correspondence about the 2026 payments. I’m sure you’ll know that it
covers classroom supplies, materials and resources for specialists, items that are purchased to provide
the curriculum and of course a $100 chunk of it goes towards the huge cost of providing every grade 3-6
student with a 1to1 notebook computer. 
Regardless of how many families make a voluntary financial contribution, our schools will still be required
to purchase all of these items for our students. It’s important to note that if we received more parent
payments, we would have the option to re-allocate some of our existing department funding to other
areas of school improvement. Simply put, more parent payments equals more options for us to improve
other things. With increased financial contributions from our families, we would have the opportunity to
purchase more decodable readers for junior school, we could install the airconditioner units that make
such a difference and we could make all types of improvements to the physical environment.



Inclusion News

Continued over page..........

HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
 
This term all classes at IKPS will be learning about Human Development. This unit is a component of the
Victorian Curriculum and we are mandated to teach the content. Respectful Relationships and Human
Development Education is a shared responsibility between school and home. Over the course of Term
Four, your child may bring home work samples that they have completed at school. Please use them as a
catalyst for conversations in your home.
 
It is important that we encourage young people to ask trusted adults the questions they have regarding
relationships and our bodies. If they don’t feel comfortable to seek this information from us, they will go
to other sources and there is a risk of misinformation or exposure to developmentally inappropriate
material. 
 
It’s normal to feel awkward when talking about these topics! Below is a guide to support you when
answering your children’s questions. For more information on how to talk to children and young people
about relationships and human development, please see the Victorian Government’s Better Health
Channel Website - https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/talking-to-children-and-
young-people-about-sex#bhc-content

1/2J DEADLY DOORS WINNERS- CULTURAL EDUCATION SESSION
 
1/2J were the winners of our Deadly Doors NAIDOC Week competition last term. On Tuesday, they enjoyed
a 2 hour cultural education session with our Koorie Education Support Officers (Sonya and Khiara).
 
Sonya and Khiara brought a collection of cultural artefacts to show with the children, and shared some
personal stories. We each chose a gum leaf, and enjoyed connecting with country by smelling the beautiful
leaves.

After this, they worked together to create a ‘yarning stick’ for the class to use during circle time. The
children learnt how to make friendship bracelets by plaiting wool in the colours of the Aboriginal and
Torres Straight Islander flags.
They brainstormed some words to describe the values of their class. Sonya engraved these on the stick
and then they decorated the yarning stick using emu feathers and wool.



Natasha Bird (she/her)
Learning Specialist (Inclusion)

Inverloch & Kongwak Primary Schools
Mob 0417 514 372
Ph 03 56 741 253

After this, Sonya taught the kids how to play Marngrook. Marngrook is a Gunditjmara word for 'game ball',
and is thought to be the origin of Australian Rules Football. The ball is made out of possum skin, and it was
so soft! We shared lamingtons and lollypops. Thanks so much to 1/2J for their excellent work in the Deadly
Doors Competition, and thankyou to Sonya and Khiara for giving them a very memorable prize.

KIYUNGANHIN (Campfire Conversations) Group
 
‘Kiyunganhin’ is a Bunurong/ Boon Wurrung word that our Campfire Conversations group learnt with
Aunty Ada and Aunty Melissa last term. The word means ‘we are all talking together’, and we have
decided to use this word as our group name. Our children who identify as Aboriginal or Torres Straight
Islander are invited to participate in our Kiyunganhin group. 
 
This week, Sonya and Khiara visited and ran an ochre painting session with the group. Sonya showed an
example piece and explained explained how ochre is used as paint for traditional ceremonies and for
artwork. She also talked about the significance of using natural materials like sand, shells and sea
sponge to represent our connection to the sea.
 
The children created their own piece of art using Sonya’s example as a guide. To make the art work, we…

-mixed acrylic paints to create a colour for the water.
-crushed the rock to make the ochre paint.
-stuck natural materials (shells, sea sponge) onto the canvas using a hot glue gun.
-glued sand to the canvas
-used lighter coloured ochre to add their hand and foot prints to their artwork.
 
You can check out the finished products in the foyer. They look beautiful! Thanks so much to Sonya and
Khiara for taking the time to do this session with us.



Renee Winterton, RN, GradDip Adolescent Health & Wellbeing Wellbeing Officer
Renee Winterton is a Registered Nurse with over 20 years of experience spanning Emergency, Forensic,
and School Nursing settings. She holds a Graduate Diploma in Adolescent Health & Wellbeing, and has
dedicated the past 12 years to working as part of School Wellbeing Teams in both metropolitan and
regional schools.
A Wellbeing Officer in a primary school supports the emotional, social, and mental health of students
through one-on-one and group support, early intervention, and preventative programs. They work closely
with teachers, families, and other support staff to identify and respond to student needs, promote
positive relationships and resilience, and refer students to external services when necessary. They play a
key role in fostering a safe and inclusive school environment, contributing to wellbeing initiatives, and
providing support during times of student distress or crisis.

Renee is also highly knowledgeable in referral pathways and can connect students and families with
external professional support when needed.
As the Wellbeing Officer, Renee provides compassionate support for students’ social and emotional
health. She offers one-on-one care and small group interventions for issues ranging from stress, anxiety,
and social challenges. Renee also leads school-wide wellbeing programs focused on building resilience,
emotional literacy, and positive peer relationships.
Renee works closely with teachers, leadership, and families to identify early needs and coordinate
internal and external referrals when additional professional support is required.
Outside of her professional commitments, Renee enjoys walking, shopping, and spending quality time
with family and friends.

Introducing Renee our Wellbeing Officer.
For those that have not come across Renee yet here’s a bit about Renee 

and her role at Inverloch & Kongwak Primary Schools. 



Band
On Saturday 11th October, ten IKPS students performed as part of the Training Group at the annual
Wonthaggi Citizens’ Band concert at The Union theatre! 
These students, performing on flugelhorn, cornet, euphonium and trombone, learn from Natalie Meadows
at school each Friday in addition to practising their instruments at home. 
Members of the band community were impressed with not only the skill and enthusiasm shown on stage
but also the way that students respectfully and cheerfully followed all instructions asked of them and
supported other performers- a real credit to our school. 
The Strategic Partnerships Program between Inverloch PS and Wonthaggi Citizens’ Band will continue
into 2026, and students between Gr 4 and 6 are welcome to join- instrument hire and tuition is
completely free. Contact Natalie at natalie.stewart3953@gmail.com or 0405 034 203.

You!You!You!
ThankThankThank

We would like to extend a very big thank you to the Friswell Family for their
generous donation of balls for our gym



Kongwak News

Sustainable Kongwak

Wheels Wednesday
Hot Food Thursday is now finished.....which can only mean one thing...WHEELS WEDNESDAY IS
BACK FOR TERM 4! 
Each Wednesday in Term 4, Kongwak students are invited to bring their
bike/scooter/rollerskates/skateboard and we will turn the carpark into a roller rink at big
lunch. 
You must bring your helmet- no helmet, no ride. 
We had more than one student learn to ride a bike during these sessions in 2024, so come
prepared to learn some new skills, help others grow in confidence and have heaps of fun. 

continued to learn about Australian native birds, particularly those who visit the
Kongwak area, in preparation for the Aussie Bird Count in October. 
maintained the school grounds- raking, cleaning, sweeping, weeding. 
cooked in small groups- biscuits, mini quiches, fruit crumble. Donna’s copy of
Cookery the Australian Way is getting a workout! 

In SusWak with Donna last term, both junior and senior classes have: 

Welcome:
Laila (prep), her parents Emma & Danny, and siblings Alby & Eddy to the KPS
community. 

Thank you:
to the Perrett and Foat family for checking in on the chooks over the holidays.
Sunny, Pia, Joey and Celia for planting natives donated from Townsend
Nursery. 



Kongwak News
See you soon, Jane! 
At the end of last term we farewelled Jane Taylor, our Friday Junior
teacher, as she went on leave to have her second baby. Sally will be
teaching Monday-Friday in the Junior Room this term, and we look
forward to hearing exciting news from Jane and her family in November! 

New furniture
Great excitement as the junior room received
new chairs and the senior room new tables!  As
well as looking great, these new tables are
adjustable to standing height for most students
and are whiteboard topped so we can
brainstorm directly onto them, giving us lots of
options for learning. 

Norah and Jordan who have ‘Gone Green’-
shown fluency of all of their times tables up

to 12 x 12 during our maths sessions! 



Congratulations to these students who had
their SWBPS tickets drawn in todays raffle. It
was wonderful to see the number of tickets
and so many students being identified as
Active Learners, Keeping Others Safe and

Respectful.
Oskar L 5/6K, Mason S 5/6K, Zara O 5/6M,

Tully P 3/4R, Molly C 1/2C, Luka P
1/2SJuliete J 3/4G, Lachlan D 1/2S,
Spencer T 1/2C, Madeline W 1/2J.

Congratulations to these students who had
their SWBPS tickets drawn in todays raffle. It
was wonderful to see the number of tickets
and so many students being identified as
Active Learners, Keeping Others Safe and

Respectful.
Thomas L 3/4G, Hudson K 3/4B, Will M

3/4K, Lenny F 3/4T, Tyler S 3/4K, Poppy D
1/2L, Spencer T 1/2C, Kaiden M PM, Ryka J
PM, Pippa W 1/2C, Flynn O 1/2C, Josie R 1?

2C. 



ArtistArtistArtist
of the Week
Inverloch

Our artist of the week in Inverloch is Summer in 3/4G with her collagraph print of a humpback whale.
Summer has used pattern, value and texture to create a beautifully balanced image. 
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