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Diary Dates |

Wed 29™ - Friday 31 October Grade 5 Camp Melbourne

Monday 3rd November Curriculum day - No Students at School

Tuesday 4th November Melbourne Cup Day - No School

Monday 10™ November 3/4 & Kongwak Swimming Program

Tuesday 11" November 3/4 & Kongwak Swimming Program

Multiage Day - World Kindness Day - Dress in
Thursday 13™ November what makes you feel GOOD (But make sure
it's SunSmart)

Monday 17" November 3/4 & Kongwak Swimming Program

Tuesday 18" November 3/4 & Kongwak Swimming Program

Friday 21" November Colour Fun Run

Tuesday 9" December Statewide Transition Day




Prep Transition Dates

Inverloch

Tuesday 11" November - 9.30am - 10.30am

Tuesday 18" November - 9.30am - 11.30am

Tuesday 25" November - 9.30am - 11.30am

Tuesday 2™ December - 9.30am - 12.30pm

Tuesday 9" December - Statewide Transition Day - 9.30am - 12.30pm

Kongwak

Friday 31" October - 9am - 11.50am

Friday 7" November - 9am - 11.50am

Friday 14™ November -9am - 11.50am

Friday 21st November -9am - 11.50am

Friday 28" November -9am - 11.50am

Friday 5th December -9am - 11.50am

Tuesday 9™ December - Statewide Transition Day - 9am - 2pm




Principals Message

WEEK 4/11 TERM 4, 2025

WORLD TEACHERS DAY

This Friday, we celebrate World Teachers’ Day, a special opportunity to recognise the incredible work our
teachers do every single day. At Inverloch and Kongwak Primary Schools, our teachers give so much of
themselves — their time, care, creativity, and commitment — to help every child learn and flourish. Their
dedication often goes far beyond the classroom, and it makes a real difference in the lives of our
students and families.

| encourage everyone in our school community to take a moment this week to thank our teachers —
perhaps with a kind word, a note, or a simple gesture of appreciation (I've printed off some sheets to
colour and write a message if you want one from our front office). A small acknowledgement is a simple
way to show kindness and appreciation.

Happy World Teachers’ Day to our amazing teaching £ grateful for all that you do!

£ HATS OFF T0 TEACHERS

COLOUR RUN

As | mentioned in the last newsletter, we've got an enthusiastic parent group that is coordinating a major
fundraiser for the year and it has certainly generated some excitement amongst our students. Many will
remember the colour run from 2023, but for others it will be a new experience.

I'm pleased to let you all know that our School Council has agreed that the funds raised from this
awesome event will be used to add to our school a junior basketball court and to upgrade our oval
surface and drainage to create year round usable play areas for our students. This being said | encourage
everyone to get involved and raise as much money as we can for our kids.

CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL MAGAZINE
Historically, at the end of each year our families can usually expect to receive a school magazine that
includes a few messages and notes from school leaders and then a themed page for each grade level.
We've reviewed this practice and we are planning some changes. Producing a colour magazine is an
expensive financial commitment, a significant amount of time is dedicated to producing it and the final
product doesn’t even begin to represent or document the full scope of what the students experience
throughout a full year at Inverloch and Kongwak PS. In fact, we reflected that we often finish a year with
so many wonderful photos of our students and staff having fun that are never seen by anyone.
This year we are replacing the magazine with the creation of a digital format to showcase all of the
wonderful experiences and achievements that happen across our two schools. The digital format means:
We can celebrate more content (not just one page per class, although the class theme page will still
be created).
We can highlight camps, excursions, special projects, and celebrations alongside class reflections.
We can hand over to our community a comprehensive collection of all the experiences and
opportunities that we create for our students.
We acknowledge that there may be some disappointment with this decision however we believe the
benefits are worth the change. Our students will have access to a much more thorough timestamp of
their year.

Kind regards

Soum
Ben.soumilaseeducation.vic.gov.au
Mobile 0427 118 609




IncJuSion News

Social Media Age Restrictions Are Coming Soon

~

What is the social media ban?

The Australian Government passed a new law called the Online Safety Amendment (Social Media
Minimum Age) Bill 2024 on 28 November 2024. This law introduces a mandatory minimum age of 16
for accounts on certain social media platforms. It will take effect by December 2025, and parents
cannot give their consent to let under-16s use these platforms.

Why is the social media ban happening?

The Government says the social media ban is needed to protect the mental health and wellbeing of
Australian children and teens. They believe the risks of social media, such as cyberbullying, harmful
content, and online predators, outweigh the positives.

What social media platforms does the ban apply to?

The platforms still need to be officially worked out, but YouTube, X, Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and
Snapchat will be included.

The conditions for age restriction are:
* The sole purpose, or a significant purpose, of the service is to enable online social interaction
between two or more users
¢ the service allows users to link to, or interact with, some or all of the other users
* the service allows users to post material on the service.

Tech companies that own these platforms could face fines of up to $50 million if they don't take
reasonable steps to stop under-16s from having accounts.

How can we prepare children for the change?

We are aware that many of our students use restricted social media platforms to interact with each
other outside of school. Now is a good time to exchange numbers with other parents to create a
communication pathway! Start removing restricted apps help your child to explore other ways to
communicate with their friends. Start phasing them into these communication methods now to make
the change easier for them.

For more information, visit the e-safety commission at : https://www.esafety.gov.au/

Continued over page




On Thursday the 13™ of November, we will be celebrating World Kindness Day at IKPS with our term four
multiage day.

We will learn about how to be kind to ourselves, to others and to our environment.

The dress code for the day will be... Wear something that makes you feel GOOD (and Sunsmart).

Natasha Bird (she/her)
Learning Specialist (Inclusion)
Inverloch & Kongwak Primary

Schools
Mob 0417 514 372
Ph 03 56 741 253




Kongwak News

Welcome to our 2026 Preps and their families
On Friday, October 24, we welcomed our 2026 Preps for the start of their transition sessions
into KPS. We loved having them in for the morning. Our current Preps and Year Ones enjoyed
being leaders and looking forward to supporting their new classmates leading into next year.

N EWEBASKETBALINSYGTENBHASYBEENYNSTALLEDS

Jai had the honour of shooting the first hoop around 8:45am Monday morning, and we
have had so much fun with the new basketball system since it was installed on the 16th
of October!

Thanks to anyone in the wider community who contributed by donating at Cash for Cans,
buying sausages at Bunnings, purchasing raffle tickets or donating in other ways.
Kongwak is lucky to have such a dynamic and supportive community and our students
really benefit.

2".’6 Sustainable Kongwak

This week in Suswak we learned about different ways of
powering a boat without batteries. In the next few weeks we
will be building an alternate powered boat out of recycled
materials. After Cup weekend, could the students bring in
items they could use to build their boats? If anyone has some
large black plastic they could lend us to line the boat course,
that would be greatly appreciated. It's anticipated to be about
4m long and 150cm wide (we'll be building it out of the spare
bricks in a few weeks)

We also cooked fried rice with a difference- teaching the
students how to use cauliflowers from the garden in the place
of rice. We used quite a few vegetables from the garden mixed
in with some eggs from the chooks (with a bit of bacon and a
handful of other veggies from the shop) and Chinese 5 spice
and soy sauce. It was well received.




Proud Teacher Moments at KPS this week....

Of our youngest learners being able to independently read and write words with 3,4,5
and 6 sounds.

Our Year One students making new words by adding different suffixes to a base word.
Year Two students showing ‘groups of’ in multiple ways.

Waving our Year Three students off on their first school camp.

The excitement of reading a new release book and being able to talk to our teachers
and friends about it.

How our senior students supported the wider community by helping set up and
decorate the Kongwak community hall for the community Casserole Tea.

Our JSC selling icy-poles on Fridays to raise money for different organisations
including supporting the Story Dogs (Dot & Gypsy) that visit KPS every Wednesday
morning. 4

Count

This week the Kongwak students have been doing the Bird Count over several 4

days to see what birds we have at Kongwak. The students noted certain
behaviours - there are more wattle birds in the morning and there is one who
lives in a tree close to the oval that likes to fly backwards and forwards over
the oval when we are there.

There were 25 different species of Birds
spotted at Kongwak during the bird
count- Magpies, Wedge Tailed Eagles,
Noisy Miner, Wattle Birds, Swallows, King
Parrots, Galahs, Cockatoos, Rainbow
Lorikeet, Crows, Australian Raven,
Crimson Rosella,Spotted Pardalotes, Blue
Wren, Sparrow, Blackbirds, Ibis, Willie
Wagtail, Ducks, Kookaburra, Spotted
Dove, Golden Honeyeater, Tawny
Frogmouth, Magpie Lark, Corellas and
White Faced Heron.




Kongwak News

Congratulations to our Year Three students on a successful adventure to
Forest Lodge Camp. Thanks Donna for filling in for Fiona while she was
on camp.

“I liked the flying fox” - Buley

“| loved the giant swing” - Hunter

“l loved the mud run, even though | didn't really want to do it at first” -
Lincon

“l enjoyed the giant swing” - Jai

“The mud run was fantastic, and the food was great” - Heidy

“l have loved everything about camp!” - Daisy

HARC Library News

Term 4 has arrived and our students are now in their final term of

learning for 2025. As always, this term will be a busy one, filled with .

camps, excursions, swimming, concerts and, of course, lots of reading! September and
October are busy months in the world of publishing and the MARC library has been busy
making its final purchases for 2025. Arriving in the van in the next couple of weeks are
many beautiful new picture books, fiction, non-fiction ad graphic novel titles for
students to borrow.

Could families also please look for and return overdue MARC library books. They have a
large green sticker on the spine which helps when looking for those missing books in
home libraries or under the bed/couch. Overdue notices will be coming home this
week.

In Term 4 our preview of learning looks like this:

Week | Junior Middle Senior

1-3 Topic Study - Families Topic Study - Birds Novel Study - How to Bresk a

Books shared will focus on To coincide with The Great World Record and Sunvive Grade

family structures, family change | Aussie Bird Count, students wilt | 5 by Carla Fitzgerald.

over ime, family trees and look at birds, beaks, nests and | Sketch note taking and

unususl animal tamilies. migration. discussion of characters and
thames.,

Halloween Halloween Halloween

A spooky story and craft A spooky story and craft A spooky story and craft

Melboume Cup Week Melbourne Cup Week Melbourne Cup Week

Horsa stories Horse Steries Horse racing stories

Auther Study - Bob Graham Author Study - Yuval Zommer Author Study - to be confirmed

9 Gratitude Gratitude Gratitude

10 Christmas texts and craft Chri Christmas texts and craft
Yours in reading and learning,

Sophie Callcott & Anda Baniko




Our Annual whole school Visual Art Exhibition opens next Weekend at The Hub GclleryHere are the

Congratulations to these students who had
their SWBPS tickets drawn in todays raffle. It
was wonderful to see the number of tickets
and so many students being identified as
Active Learners, Keeping Others Safe and
Respectful.
Zahli K 5/6R, Harvey W 5/6R, Jayden H
5/6R, James M 1/2B, River M PG, Olive P
PG, Lachie H 1/2S.

posters designed by our Art Captains Genevieve and Isabelle. The students have collaborated in their
year levels to create paintings based on the ocean and hill environments. The exhibition is open from the
Ist to the 30th of November and can be viewed straight after school during the week and then on

weekends when the Hub is open.
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JULM W FRIENDS
PLAY TOGETHER

INVERLOCH PRIMARY SCHOOL
DATES: FRIDAYS - 10™, 17™. 24™ AND 21" oCT

OFFICIAL KIDS

PROGRAM
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REGISTRATlONS

SCAN THE CODE TO REGISTER AND FOLLOW OUR SOCIAL MEDIA FOR UPDATES.
ENQUIRIES TO WILL RANKIN 0433 557 501
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