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EVERYWHERE, ALL THE TIME

Edition 19- 8" December.

Diary Dates |

Tuesdczy 9" December Statewide Transition Day 9.30-12.30

Thursday 11" December Grade 6 Sleepover

Friday 12" December Special lunch order day - Paul the Pie Man

Friday 12™ December 3/4 Caines Arcade Expo from 3pm

Inverloch Community Christmas Carols in the

Saturday 13" December Glade

Tuesday 16" December 3/4 Toora Pool Excursion

Wednesday 17" December Grade 6 Graduation

Thursday 18" December Final Assembly eThe Glade

Friday 19" December Last Day Term - 1.20pm Dismissal

Wednesday 28™ January 2026 First Day Term 1




Principals Message

WEEK 10/11

TIME TO REFLECT ON ANOTHER AMAZING YEAR

Here we are, the final week of school for 2025! As we wrap up the year, it's a wonderful moment to
pause and appreciate the growth, effort, and achievements we've seen across our two school
communities. This year has been full of learning, challenge, collaboration, and joy—and our students,
staff and families have each played an important part in making 2025 such a memorable and successful
year at both Inverloch and Kongwak Primary Schools.

Throughout the year, our classrooms and playgrounds have been filled with curiosity, creativity, kindness
and a genuine eagerness to learn. From the confident first steps of our Prep students to the mature
leadership shown by our Grade 6 cohort, every student has contributed to the positive experiences that
make both of our schools such special places. It has been inspiring to see children supporting one
another, taking on new opportunities, and growing not only academically but socially and emotionally.

| would like to express my sincere appreciation to our exceptional teachers, whose passion and expertise
have guided students to achieve their personal best. Our Education Support staff have also played a
vital role by working closely with children, making adjustments where needed, and ensuring the daily
operations of our school support every learner. Their quiet commitment behind the scenes does not go
unnoticed.

To our parents, carers and guardians, thank you for the trust you place in us and for the respectful way
you invest in creating a partnership with our staff. Your advocacy, communication and willingness to
work together enriches the school experience for your children. And a heartfelt thank you to our
volunteers. Your time, generosity and community spirit help bring so many of our events and programs to
life.

To our graduating Grade & students: congratulations on reaching this milestone! You leave us as
confident, capable and kind young leaders. As you begin your secondary school journey, we hope you

carry forward the friendships, learning and memories that have shaped you. We cannot wait to see what
you achieve next.

To our incoming 2026 Prep students who joined us during transition—it has been a joy to meet you. Your
enthusiasm and readiness to learn have brought an extra spark to our school, and we are excited to
welcome you fully into the IKPS community next year.

As we finish the year, | encourage all families to take a moment to reflect on the opportunities your
children have had and the dedication shown by the teachers and ES staff who support them each day. |
invite you to share your gratitude—whether through a kind word, a thoughtful message, or simply
acknowledging the growth your children have made this year. Hearing a personal thank you message
can have a huge impact on how people feel about their work and the joy and satisfaction they receive
from being educators.

Our schools are more than places of learning; they are places of belonging, connection, and genuine
care. | hope the holiday break brings time for rest, fun, and shared moments with family and friends.

| look forward to welcoming everyone back in 2026 for another exciting and inspiring year at IKPS.

Continued over page




Planning for the Final week

Thursday 18th - End of year assembly

Our whole school community is welcome and encouraged to attend our End of Year Assembly at The
Glade Soundshell on Thursday 18th starting at 1pm. Bring a picnic blanket or a deck chair and enjoy
performances from the School Band, Rock Band and a few whole school Christmas carol sing-alongs.
Between the entertainment, we'll be recognising the achievements of many of our students.

Friday 19th - No classes running, 1:20pm finish

Normal classroom programs and timetables will not be running on Friday 19th. The school will remain
open for families that require their children to attend. Teachers will be moving classrooms, exchanging
student information and preparing their rooms for holiday cleaning. All official formalities and learning
will be completed prior to this day.

Gr 3/4 Arcade Expo

| just love an opportunity for our parents, carers and guardians to visit onsite so our students can share
their wonderful work and achievements. I'm looking forward to seeing as many visitors as possible this
Friday 12th at 3:00pm for the Gr 3/4 Caine’s Arcade Expo.

Finally

Keep up the routine as much as possible. There's plenty of distractions and interruptions, but keep up the
routine as much as possible. We've still got to get through Gr 6 Sleepover, Kongwak Sleepover, Poetry
Expo, Special Lunch order day, Christmas Carols, Kongwak Community BBQ, 3/4 Toora Pool Excursion,
Gr 6 Graduation, End of year assembly! Phew!

Kind regards
Soum

emerging.




Inclugion News

Social media age restrictions and your family

From 10 December 2025, many social media platforms won't be allowed to let Australians under 16
create or have an account. This information will help you understand why, and how you can help your
under-16 through the change.

Why the change?
The age restrictions aim to protect under-16s from pressures and risks they can be exposed to while
logged in to social media accounts. These come from design features in the platforms that:
¢ encourage them to spend too much time on screens - for example, by prompting them with streams
of notifications and alerts, and pressuring them to view disappearing content
* increase the likelihood of exposure to negative, upsetting or manipulative content served up in their
feeds by algorithms.
These features have been linked to harms to health and wellbeing - including increased stress levels, and
reduced sleep and concentration. Of course, they are not the only risks on social media. Young people
can also be exposed to harmful conduct such as cyberbullying and material that is not suitable for their
age through other channels. It is important that children are supervised when using devices.

The age restrictions are a delay, not a ban. You won't have to say ‘yes’ or ‘'no’ to social media accounts,
instead you can say ‘not yet’, knowing other under-16s are also being prevented from creating or keeping
accounts so your child won't be missing out. The delay gives you extra time to talk about online safety
and wellbeing with your child, to help them prepare for the risks and pressures of social media when they
turn 18. It's breathing space for them to build digital, social and emotional skills, and to understand the
importance of reaching out for help if things go wrong.

If you are worried about how your under 16 year old will respond to the delay...

You're not alone. Many parents and carers are worried about how under-16s will react to no longer
having access to social media accounts. It's common for tensions to rise when people are coping with
change - especially if they don’t want it fo happen. Boredom can cause stress and irritability, too. Also,
it's likely that many under-16s will have siblings, friends or classmates who are older and still using social
media accounts - or know other under-16s who are trying to get around the law. This may cause
resentment and conflict within social groups and families.

It can be even more complicated if there are different approaches and rules in different homes or
settings where your child is cared for, or in their friends’ homes. It's important to keep the focus on your
child’s wellbeing, remembering that conflict can be stressful for them too.

You don’t have to work this out on your own.
Talk with other parents or carers about the age restrictions, including their expectations, how they feel
about the change and how they're approaching it with their own children
Share the information you've learnt from eSafety, to help others understand what's happening, why,
and what they can do
Set clear agreements - for example for sleepovers or shared device use
Organise joint activities or events to help relieve the boredom for under-16s withdrawing from social
media accounts
Check in with each other regularly to stay aligned and discuss what to do about problems.

Natasha Bird (she /her)
Learning Specialist (Inclusion)
Inverloch & Kongwak Primary

Schools
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Kongwak News

2026 preps joining the Sun Jor Wheels Wednesduy
£ werking hard in the classreom

KPS Christmas Raffle %

Raffle ticket books have been sent home.
Fantastic hamper prizes up for grabs!
Drawn Thu 18 Dec at final assembly.
Please return tickets by Wed 17 Dec to black

mailbox at sign in/out desk (near Senior room).

Good luck!

g

Preloved Uniforms Sale
Currently set up in the Multi. Feel free to

browse and self-serve.
Gold coin donation,




Kongwak News

Things to be gratetul for:

Our wonderful community who have in the last two weeks:
delivered us sushi
car pooled us to graduation dance practise
car pooled us to junior house aths training
car pooled us to Year 7 transition events
families sending in ingredients & jars to support cooking
Nat for helping with cooking
Kate and Bek for organising the Christmas raffle
Dot and Gypsy reading with the junior students each week
raising money to support Peter Mac
families for supporting our tired students through all the extra
curricular events that have /are happening
families who have offered to look after our animals over the
holidays

Things we are looking forward to:

« Surfing and sleepover
our Year Two students are excited about moving to the senior room
meeting some new people that will help with our learning in 2026.
sausages, singing carols and Santa at the Kongwak community BBQ
filling the skip so we have a fresh start in 2026

Don't forget

The Kongwak Community Christmas BBQ will be held on
Monday 15™ December.
More details to follow.




AT INVERLOCH KONGWAK
PRIMARY SCHOOLS

= Did you know that X MUSIC LESSONS “/ are available at Inverloch/Kongwak Primary Schools!?

Q) Taught during school hours, so there's no need for another afterschool activity!
Taught by experienced musicians, so you can have confidence in the education
< Different lesson options (individual, shared, group) at different price points, so you can choose the
one which fits your budget
JJ Variety of different instruments (such as voice, piano and guitar), so your child can choose the

instrument which interests them most
A fun environment, so your child will receive a well-rounded musical education through enjoyment

Spaces are available now for 2026 - enrol now before they run out!

Head to greenroomconceptstudios.com/student-signup to sign up!
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Friday 12'" December
from 3pm onwards
EMTRY THROUGH AUSLAN ROOM

The Year 3/4 students have been working hard all term
and are excited for you to come and play their games!

The money raised from organising and
running Friday icypoles has given the
Student Representative Council (SRC)
opportunities to inject resources back

into our school to benefit our students.

They decided to support STEM with the

purchase robots for future years of
learning to codel




Community NBwS

10am - 11:30am Thu 22™ Jan
@ Inverioch Community Hub, 16 A’Beckett St
M&Mﬂmﬂﬁ.’smc‘,m

Connections

Church
Pastor Jeff Robertson 0418 125 832 WEFOC
info@ connectionschurch.com.au
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JANUARY 4™ 7026 - THE GLADE
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With Summer
approaching now is
the time to practice
your swimming skills.

WHY JOIN

Stroke Correction

Fithess
Water safety
Fun & Friends

Must be 7+yrs & able to
swim 25m of Freestyle and
Backstroke

Contact: sgb@sgbswimclub.com.au




